years after the first, is an indication of the success and popularity of the first edition. This second edition should prove equally successful. Intended mainly for the trainee radiologist, it adopts Dr Simon's well-known 'logical' approach to X-ray diagnosisanalysing the abnormal shadows on a radiograph and then linking these to a'provisional diagnosis, or possibly reaching a position which will indicate biochemical, endocrine histological, heematological or bacterial investigations that may lead to the correct diagnosis. It is not a reference book and does not set out to be. It is, however, a fundamental requirement in any department where teaching takes place, and in addition may be useful to others, such as orthopaedic surgeons, concerned with the interpreting of X-ray films.
This edition contains 52 new illustrations. All the illustrations are of good quality, and the production of the whole book is excellent. The proofreading has been effective, for the reviewer could find no errors. J H MIDDLEMISS
The Voice and its Disorders by Margaret C L Greene FCST 2nd ed pp xiv+ 343 illustrated 45s London: Pitman Medical 1964
The second edition of this book is to be welcomed. The primary aim remains that of the first edition, to provide a practical textbook for students for the Diploma examination of the College of Speech Therapists. There is, however, a widening of the theoretical background which increases the value of the book for doctors concerned with disorders of the voice. Much useful information based on recent research has been added, perhaps the most important being the knowledge of how the brain recognizes, retains, learns and reproduces speech. This knowledge is fundamental not only for the understanding of many speech disorders but also for appreciating how speech is normally acquired by the infant through hearing. Margaret Greene acknowledges the importance of contributions from modern instruments but states that these do not replace the trained speech therapist in diagnosis and treatment. It is to be hoped that this attitude will be maintained by those to whom the book is directed.
Tlhis excellent book is interesting and well written. It is a mine of information and the discussion is very stimulating. A background of knowledge is given so that the reader can follow the ideas which have led up to the views finally confirmed and accepted. The book is in two parts. Part I describes the anatomy, physiology and physics of normal voice production and Part II the pathological conditions and their treatment. The description is clarified by a series of illustrative case reports. There is a comprehensive bibliography.
EDITH WHETNALL
On Diabetes Melitus Selected Topics for Students and Clinicians by W P U Jackson MA MD FRCP DCH pp xvi+393 illustrated $12.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1964 This book is not just another general manual on diabetes of which there are already so many. As indicated in the subtitle, it presents a selection of topics reflecting the author's special interests and designed to help students and doctors in the understanding and management of diabetes. Dr Jackson is well known as a pioneer in the development of the idea of 'prediabetes' and the opening chapters include a masterly survey of this subject. Attention is given to the significance of large babies, a high perinatal mortality and the temporary occurrence of glycosuria during stress, e.g. pregnancy, injuries, infections and myocardial infarction. Careful appraisal is given of the value of the cortisone-augmented glucose tolerance test and the intravenous tolbutamide test. One may question the author's wisdom in using the term post-phenomenon phase to include potential and latent diabetes.
Interesting chapters are devoted to consideration of the glucose tolerance test, pregnancy in the diabetic and the special features of infants born to diabetic and prediabetic women. The latter part of the book dealing with treatment is set out in an admirably clear and concise manner. This account of the pathological changes which follow whole-body exposure to ionizing radiations is a translation of a Russian text which appeared in 1957. The observations were obtained from experiments on animals, mainly dogs, and the general deductions are based chiefly on appearances noted at the height of the illness. These changes are described in some detail: in contrast little information is given on the physical aspects, particularly the energy and type of radiation sources responsible. Particular attention has been paid to changes in the nervous system, both
